Hawaii Ballroom Dance Association

WAIPAHU
reporter Willy Dionisio

Line dancing at Kapolei Waipahu Chapter officers: Willy Dionisio, DJ Robertson,
Nora Dionisio, and Lily Tolentino

Many thanks to our choreographers Mel Camat and Susan This year marks the chapter’s 40th anniver-
Masumoto for their guidance, patience, and encouragement. Everyone sary. It will be celebrated along with other festivities
had a fun time! planned for HBDA's 50th anniversary. Kapolei is an

Welcome Maury and Eve Duque. And we also look forward to ideal location that services a very large area. It
Rose and Esmenio Andres teaching us a new routine beginning next includes Kapolei, Makakilo, Ewa Beach, Waipahu,
quarter. Kunia, and Waianae.

Starting this April, Waipahu's name will change to Kapolei. The Due to location and outstanding HBDA
HBDA Council made the name change in accordance with its bylaws, with instructors, a dramatic increase in the number of new
the understanding that Waipahu's history and years of service will be car- members has increased.

ried on by Kapolei.

Hmmm . . . what should we do for our Christmas KANEOHE

skit that's festive and fun? Someone said, “Let’s do the reporter Phyllis Dayao
Chacarera!” Taught by Robert and Vanelle Hirayasu, six
couples from Kaneohe Chapter - Wayne and Sharyn Smith,
Calvin and Rowena Jay, Ted and Charlene Sodaria, Judy
Carlson and her fiancé, Richard Hill, Wayne and Frances
Okimoto, and Manny and Phyllis Dayao - bravely took up
the challenge of a folk dance from Argentina.

We danced, we laughed, we clapped the rhythms
together; the men stomped their feet (zapateo), the women
swished their skirts around giving the men glimpses of
their ankles. The Chacarera is also supposed to be a sen-
sual dance with amazing energy, flirting looks between the
man and the woman, and close turns without touching until
the very end when we got to embrace our partners. It was
great fun to learn the Chacarera and to dance as a group.

Thank you to the Hirayasus for a wonderful experience.

We also would like to recognize and thank our
standing instructors, Les and Sybil Tawata, and our rotating
instructors, Eric and Gail Tiwanak. Both couples started
their dancing careers as students at Kaneohe Chapter and
now generously share their time and expertise by teaching
others. The chapter is so proud of them and is very excit-
ed to see them perform at this year’s Telemarks Ball. We
are truly blessed to have such talented, dedicated, and
maika'i teachers at Kaneohe!



